 Why do you use a triangle to assess horses? 
   A judge standing at the apex of an inverted triangle has an unobstructed view of the horse’s legs going away and returning as well as a great view of a horses side gait. To make the best impression on the judge, be sure that as you move away from the judge that your horse is straight You would be surprised how many crooked paths are taken to the corner of the triangle. Try and keep your horses head and neck straight. The same can be said about retuning to the judge- keep you horse straight. Think of you horse as an arrow and shoot it at the target (the judge).

 Do horses need to be braided and what about long maned breeds? 
No, your horse does not need to be braided, however braids greatly enhance the shape of the neck. It is also much easier for a judge to assess the neck without mane blowing around. Hunter braids, dressage buttons and for our friends with flowing manes a French braid are all fine. Neat and tidy is the order of the day. And really, who doesn’t like to see our friends cleaned up and looking their best?

Do I need to have a professional handler? 
Not at all! Many successful inspection entries are owner handled. The key points are am I experienced enough to control the horse well and can I run fast enough to showcase my horse’s trot? If  the answer is no, than a handler ( or faster friend) may be in order. Either way a little preparation can go a long way.   Teach your horse to lead up next to you without a lot of pulling and tugging. He should stay effortlessly next to you walking and trotting, slowing and turning again without  a lot of obvious cues. Showing a horse in hand looks very easy but in fact is very difficult to do well and takes hours of practice.

 What exactly is the judge looking for? 
 We are looking for a horse that is a natural athlete.  A athletic horse is one that uses his whole body to move, not just his legs. He naturally wants to go forward and shows good balance and use of his head and neck. His hind end is a powerful engine to send him forward and his front feet hit the ground softly. He moves in a springy elastic way that will allow him to adjust his balance to make a lovely dressage movement, jump a fence, or easily draw a carriage.

 Are small horses (ponies) and larger horses judged to the same standard?
 Yes! An equine athlete is an athlete regardless of size. A pony and a larger horse can be objectively compared by assessing each movement separately. The qualities we are looking for are the same.

 I still have questions, can I ask the judge?
 Yes, of course. While the judge will only answer general questions before your horse is scored ( i.e. what gate will we enter through? ) After your horse is scored please ask. It is of the utmost importance to discuss and understand the points of conformation and movement. This helps participants and spectators learn and it gives us an opportunity to explain in more detail what we like and what can be improved on a horse. As well, after the inspection most judges are very happy to discus things further with you.

 We hope that gives you some useful information that you can use at your next inspection! 
Also, If you are interested in hosting an inspection please call us or Email us. 

